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Editor’s Note: The President traveled to Ham- 
ilton, Bermuda, on Friday, April 13, to meet 
with Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher of the 
United Kingdom. Releases and announce- 
ments issued by the Office of the Press Secre- 
tary after the President’s departure from the 
White House will be printed next week. 
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Week Ending Friday, April 13, 1990 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on the Czechoslovakia-United States 
Trade Agreement 


April 9, 1990 


On April 5, 1990, U.S. and Czechoslovak 
trade negotiators reached provisional agree- 
ment on the text of a trade agreement be- 
tween the two countries. The President 
welcomes this as the first trade agreement 
concluded with an Eastern European coun- 
try since the revolutions of 1989. 

President Bush and President Vaclav 
Havel of Czechoslovakia agreed during 
their February 20 meeting that reestablish- 
ing a more normal trade relationship should 
be a top priority for both countries. The 
speed with which this agreement was 
reached is testimony to the dramatic 
changes occurring in Czechoslovakia’s eco- 
nomic policies and to our shared determina- 
tion to move quickly to reestablish close 
ties. 

The agreement, along with its side letters 
on trade and financial matters, intellectual 
property, and tourism, is scheduled to be 
signed Thursday, April 12, by U.S. Trade 
Representative Carla Hills and Czechoslo- 
vak Foreign Trade Minister Andrej Baréak. 
Ambassador Hills and Minister Baréak will 
be speaking earlier in the day at a symposi- 
um on Eastern Europe sponsored by the 
Department of Commerce and the USS. 
Chamber of Commerce. 

The trade agreement, when formally ap- 
proved by both sides, will provide a 
number of important improvements for 
business in each country. Most importantly, 
the U.S.-Czechoslovak trade relationship 
will be based on a most-favored-nation 
basis, including tariffs. This will be a signifi- 
cant benefit for businesses and consumers 
alike. 

The two sides also agreed to apply the 
rules of the General Agreement on Tariffs 
and Trade (GATT) between themselves, 
which should put business and trade on a 
more certain footing. Certain explicit pro- 


tections for American businesses were in- 
cluded, such as the right to nondiscrimina- 
tion in renting office space, in paying for 
local goods, and in establishing bank ac- 
counts. Any hard currency earnings from 
trade may be repatriated immediately. In 
addition, the Government of Czechoslova- 
kia pledged to continue its economic 
reform plans, including a commitment to 
streamline its approval procedures for for- 
eigners and Czechoslovaks wishing to do 
business together. Other bilateral commit- 
ments concern intellectual property protec- 
tion and tourism. 

This agreement should substantially in- 
crease two-way trade between the United 
States and Czechoslovakia. President Bush 
welcomes this step as an important mile- 
stone not only in U.S.-Czechoslovak rela- 
tions but also in Czechoslovakian reintegra- 
tion into the global economy and the com- 
munity of free nations. 


Letter to the Speaker of the House and 
the Chairman of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee Reporting on the 
Cyprus Conflict 


April 9, 1990 


Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. Chairman:) 

In accordance with 22 U.S.C. 2373(c), I 
am submitting to you this bimonthly report 
on progress toward a negotiated settlement 
of the Cyprus question. 

This report covers the period from Janu- 
ary 1 through early March 1990, a period 
marked by intensive international activity 
aimed at getting and keeping the intercom- 
munal negotiating process on track. On Jan- 
uary 18 I spoke personally with Turkish 
President Ozal in Washington about the de- 
sirability of having an early Cyprus negoti- 
ating session under the auspices of the 
United Nations Secretary General, and re- 
ceived President Ozal’s assurances of Turk- 
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ish support. The subject of Cyprus also 
arose briefly during the U.S. and Soviet For- 
eign Ministers’ meeting in Moscow in early 
February with both Foreign Minister She- 
vardnadze and Secretary Baker agreeing on 
the need to support fully the U.N. Secretary 
General’s “good offices” mission. State De- 
partment officials also stressed the need to 
support a negotiated Cyprus settlement 
under U.N. aegis to a group of prominent 
Cypriot parliamentarians who visited Wash- 
ington in late January. 

During this same time period, the U.N. 
Secretary General invited both Cypriot 
President George Vassiliou and Turkish 
Cypriot community leader Rauf Denktash 
to New York. After some disagreement 
about dates, both leaders agreed to begin 
negotiations under the U.N. Secretary Gen- 
eral’s auspices in New York on February 26. 

The talks opened on that date with a 
statement by the U.N. Secretary General 
and continued on Tuesday and Wednesday, 
February 27 and 28. A final negotiating ses- 
sion was held on Friday afternoon, March 2. 
The 4 days of talks ended without progress. 
At the final session on March 2, the U.N. 
Secretary General summed up the objective 
of the meetings and their results with these 
words: 

“In line with the mandate entrusted to 
me by the Security Council and the 1977 
and 1979 high-level agreements, the objec- 
tive of the exercise of good offices is a new 
constitution for the state of Cyprus that will 
regulate the relations between the two 
communities in Cyprus on a federal, bi- 
communal and bi-zonal basis. In this effort, 
each community will participate on an 
equal footing and will also have the oppor- 
tunity to express separately its consent to 
the arrangements reached. 

“In the course of our discussion, Mr. 
Denktash stated that the term ‘communi- 
ties’ be used in a manner that is synony- 
mous with term ‘peoples’, each having a 
separate right to ‘self-determination’. Mr. 
Denktash also proposed certain other terms 
for the word ‘communities’. In the context 
of the intercommunal talks, the introduc- 
tion of terminology that is different from 
that used by the Security Council has thus 
posed more than a semantic problem. 
Unless acceptable to both sides, any change 
in terminology could alter the conceptual 
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framework to which all have thus far ad- 
hered. In the circumstances, I have come to 
the conclusion, regrettably, that we face an 
impasse of a substantive kind, which raises 
questions regarding the essence of the man- 
date of good offices given to me by the 
Security Council and, therefore, regarding 
the basis of the talks. 

“In view of this, I must inform the Securi- 
ty Council of the situation as it exists at 
present and seek the Council’s guidance on 
how to proceed.” 

Six days later the U.N. Secretary General 
sent a report to the United Nations Security 
Council, a copy of which is enclosed. The 
report reviewed what had happened and 
concluded with an appeal that the negotiat- 
ing process not be allowed to collapse. It 
also noted that, despite the failure to ad- 
vance the drafting of an outline of an over- 
all agreement, “‘a basis for effective negotia- 
tions exists provided both leaders are pre- 
pared to take into account each other’s con- 
cerns, and that both are willing to proceed 
within the framework of the 1977 and 1979 
high-level agreements.” 

The U.N. Security Council considered the 
U.N. Secretary General’s report and on 
Monday, March 12, unanimously adopted a 
new resolution, a copy of which is enclosed, 
which reaffirms the U.N. Secretary Gener- 
al’s “good offices” mandate and calls upon 
the two parties to pursue their efforts to 
reach a mutually acceptable solution. Each 
of the two Cypriot communities has ex- 
pressed its satisfaction with the Security 
Council resolution and has indicated a will- 
ingness to resume negotiations under U.N. 
auspices. 

The United States, which worked to 
ensure a strong, effective Security Council 
resolution, will now work diligently in the 
months ahead to ensure that the intercom- 
munal negotiations are restarted and the 
process of developing an agreed outline for 
a solution is completed. In this context we 
believe that each community must have the 
right separately to determine whether a 
given set of arrangements meets its essen- 
tial interests. We fully support the U.N. Sec- 
retary General’s mandate, which does not 
accept that an alternative outcome is inde- 
pendence for either community, partition 
of Cyprus, or the establishment of formal 
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links between either community and some 
other state. 

Achievement of a negotiated settlement 
to the Cyprus dispute remains a matter of 
priority for me and my Administration as a 
whole. In that connection, the White House 
announced on February 21, 1990, my nomi- 
nation of Special Cyprus Coordinator 
Nelson C. Ledsky for the rank of Ambassa- 
dor during his tenure in that position, sub- 
ject, of course, to the advice and consent of 
the Senate. 

Sincerely, 


George Bush 


Note: Identical letters were sent to Thomas 
S. Foley, Speaker of the House of Represent- 
atives, and Claiborne Pell, chairman of the 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee. 


Message on the Observance of 
Passover, 5750 


April 9, 1990 


Four thousand years ago, when Moses 
sounded the bold cry, “Let my people go,” 
the Israelites began their historic journey 
from bondage into freedom. Today, all 
Americans share in the solemn pride and 
quiet joy of millions of Jewish men, women, 
and children around the world as they com- 
memorate the Exodus. 

Known as “the Festival of Freedom,” 
Passover has a special significance this year. 
A great march of freedom is underway for 
Soviet Jewry, and this year many thousands 
will celebrate the Seder with their families 
in Israel. For these people, and for their 
brethren waiting to emigrate, “next year in 
Jerusalem” is becoming a promise fulfilled. 

The call for liberty and freedom is now 
being heard around the world—in Eastern 
Europe, in Central and South America, in 
Africa, and even in the Soviet Union. Like 
the Israelites of old, determined peoples in 
both Hemispheres are beginning great 
struggles of their own, working to over- 
come repression and injustice and reclaim- 
ing their God-given freedom and dignity. 

The call, “Let my people go,” also recalls 
a spiritual quest, one that has been taken 
up by generations of men and women who 


have seen in the Exodus story a symbol of 
hope. This year, as Jews around the world 
gather with their loved ones to celebrate 
their passage to freedom, let us renew our 
commitment to sustaining that hopeful 
spirit. Let us pray that the time is ap- 
proaching when, through God’s providence, 
every human being enjoys the life and lib- 
erty He has envisioned for us. 

Barbara joins me in wishing the members 
of the Jewish community in America and 
throughout the world a fulfilling Passover 
holiday. 


George Bush 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on the Appointment of Richard L. 
Armitage as Special Negotiator for the 
Future Status of United States Access 
to Military Facilities in the Philippines 


April 10, 1990 


The President today announced the ap- 
pointment of Richard L. Armitage as Spe- 
cial Negotiator for the future status of U.S. 
access to military facilities in the Philip- 
pines. Mr. Armitage most recently served as 
Assistant Secretary of Defense for Interna- 
tional Security Affairs, and he has had a 
long career of distinguished public service. 
The President is pleased that he has accept- 
ed the assignment. 

Discussions are expected to begin soon on 
the future of the U.S military facilities, 
which contribute to the security of the Phil- 
ippines, the United States, and the other 
countries of the region. We look forward to 
productive talks leading to the conclusion of 
a mutually beneficial new agreement. 


Nomination of Arden L. Bement, Jr., 
To Be a Member of the National 
Science Board 


April 10, 1990 
The President today announced his inten- 


tion to nominate Arden L. Bement, Jr., to 
be a member of the National Science 
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Board, National Science Foundation, for a 
term expiring May 10, 1994. This is a reap- 
pointment. 

Since i$80 Dr. Bement has served as vice 
president for technical resources for the sci- 
ence and technology department of TRW, 
Inc., in Cleveland, OH. Prior to this, he was 
Deputy Under Secretary of Defense for Re- 
search and Engineering at the Department 
of Defense, 1979-1980, and Director of the 
Materials Science Office of the Defense Ad- 
vanced Projects Agency at the Department 
of Defense, 1976-1979. He was professor of 
nuclear materials at the department of nu- 
clear engineering and materials science and 
engineering at Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology, 1970-1976; manager of the 
fuels and materials department, 1968-1970, 
manager of the metallurgy research depart- 
ment, 1965-1968, and a senior research 
metallurgist for Hanford Laboratories of the 
General Electric Co., 1954-1965. 

Dr. Bement graduated from the Colorado 
School of Mines (E.Met, 1954), the Universi- 
ty of Idaho (M.S., 1959), and the University 
of Michigan (Ph.D., 1963). He was born 
May 22, 1932, in Pittsburgh, PA. He retired 
from U.S. Army Reserve as a lieutenant 
colonel. Dr. Bement is married, has eight 
children, and lives in Mayfield Village, OH. 


Proclamation 6115—Cancer Control 
Month, 1990 


April 10, 1990 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


In recent years, our Nation has made un- 
precedented progress in the fight against 
cancer. Nevertheless, we cannot rest in our 
efforts to prevent this disease and to find a 
cure for it. Our success in the fight against 
cancer will depend, in large part, upon con- 
tinued cooperation among_ researchers, 
health care professionals, government offi- 
cials, private organizations, and the public. 
By disseminating the knowledge and infor- 
mation that physicians and scientists have 
gained in recent years, we can help more 
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and more Americans to protect themselves 
from the threat of cancer. 

Through research, we have learned that 
many opportunities exist for the prevention, 
early detection, and successful treatment of 
cancer. Increasing public awareness of these 
opportunities is the aim of Cancer Control 
Month—and it is especially important to 
those segments of our population that suffer 
from a high incidence of cancer. 

Statistics from the National Cancer Insti- 
tute indicate that minority men and 
women, the poor, and those over 65 years 
of age have disproportionately high rates of 
cancer. In an effort to address this problem, 
the National Cancer Institute and the 
American Cancer Society have intensified 
their efforts to reach these groups. Special 
programs—such as the Institute’s National 
Black Leadership Initiative on Cancer and 
the American Cancer Society’s Cancer and 
the Poor Initiative—have been designed to 
ensure that all Americans learn what they 
can do to protect their health. 

All Americans can reduce their risk of 
developing cancer through simple behavior- 
al and dietary changes. For example, smok- 
ing has been linked with many types of 
cancer, yet 50 million people in this coun- 
try continue to smoke. Those who smoke or 
use smokeless tobacco should be encour- 
aged to quit, and, because it is difficult to 
stop tobacco use, young people should be 
encouraged never to start. 

Studies have also indicated that a diet 
high in fiber and low in fats and cholesterol 
can help to prevent several forms of cancer. 
Thus, many supermarket owners and fast 
food vendors have begun to join in efforts 
to convey valuable nutritional information 
to the public. In fact, this month, with the 
cooperation of the National Restaurant As- 
sociation, the American Culinary Federa- 
tion, and the Parent-Teachers Association, 
the American Cancer Society is launching 
the “Great American Food Fight Against 
Cancer.” This campaign is designed to pro- 
mote healthy food choices by consumers 
throughout the country. 

Just as preventative measures can help 
reduce the risk of many forms of cancer, 
early detection can help to save lives. Physi- 
cians are now able to detect many types of 
cancer at a very early stage, when the 
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chance for cure is greatest. If they are to 
take advantage of this progress, all Ameri- 
cans must be encouraged to seek regular 
checkups and cancer screenings, such as 
mammograms and Pap smears for women. I 
also urge all Americans to learn through 
their physicians or other health care profes- 
sionals how to conduct regular self-examina- 
tions. It has been estimated that the death 
rate from breast cancer could be reduced 
by 30 percent if American women followed 
early detection guidelines. 

This month, as we recognize promising 
efforts in cancer prevention and salute 
those dedicated individuals who are work- 
ing to educate the public about this disease, 
we also acknowledge the importance of 
continued research. We express our grati- 
tude, in particular, to those dedicated physi- 
cians and scientists and courageous patients 
who are engaged in clinical trials of new 
cancer drugs and treatment techniques. 
These Americans are helping to win the 
fight against cancer for all of us. 

In 1938, the Congress of the United 
States passed a joint resolution (52 Stat. 148, 
36 U.S.C. 150) requesting the President to 
issue an annual proclamation declaring 
April to be Cancer Control Month. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim the month of April 1990 as 
Cancer Control Month. I invite the Gover- 
nors of the fifty States and the Common- 
wealth of Puerto Rico, and the appropriate 
officials of all other areas under the Ameri- 
can flag, to issue similar proclamations. I 
also ask health care professionals, insurance 
companies, the communications and food 
industries, community groups, and individ- 
ual citizens to unite during the month to 
reaffirm publicly our Nation’s continuing 
commitment to controlling cancer. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this tenth day of April, in the year 
of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety, 
and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the two hundred and 
fourteenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 8:51 a.m., April 11, 1990] 


Exchange With Reporters Aboard Air 
Force One 


April 10, 1990 


The President. V'll handle the diplomacy, 
and the commissioner will take care of the 
baseball. Go ahead. We’ve got time for one 
question between us. 


Lithuanian Independence 


Q. It sounds like the Soviets are tighten- 
ing the screws on Lithuania. 

The President. Well, we keep hearing 
that. I’ve made our position very clear: a 
peaceful resolution to this question. Because 
we do not recognize that the use of force 
would accomplish anything, other than to 
set back relations, and I think they know 
that loud and clear by now—very clear. 


Correspondence With President Gorbachev 


Q. Any more letters exchanged between 
you and Gorbachev? 

The President. Don’t talk about internal 
correspondence between the heads of gov- 
ernment. We just don’t get into that, Rita 
[Rita Beamish, Associated Press]. I hope you 
understand why. 

Q. How about phone calls? 

The President. And phone calls. That’s a 
correspondence. I consider phone calls and 
letters the same thing. 

Q. You told us about the last phone call. 

The President. Well, once in a while we 
do announce them, when we agree with 
the Soviets that that should be done, yes. 
You’re right about that one, Owen [Owen 
Ullman, Knight-Ridder Newspapers]. 


Soviet-U.S. Relations 


Q. What did the Gorbachev response on 
mobile missiles do to the START [strategic 
arms reduction] talks? Is that going to com- 
plicate matters? 

The President. Well, just go back and 
work hard. We’ve got a timeframe now in 
which there’s an awful lot to be done, so I 
can’t even predict how much will be done 
by the time the summit rolls around. But 
it’s a good thing the summit date is set. It is 
important that we continue to talk to Mr. 
Gorbachev. And obviously, this will serve as 
a bit of a catalyst or goal for getting things 
done. But I don’t want to overpromise and 
suggest that we’re going to have all the 
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details worked out by the time of the 
summit. 

Q. Do you share the disappointment that 
others in the administration, Secretary 
Baker, and Foreign Minister Shevardnadze 
have expressed about the outcome of last 
week’s discussions? 

The President. No, I’m not disappointed. 
But, I mean, look, you deal with what’s on 
the table; and I’m determined to see that 
there’s no misunderstanding about the 
American position. And that’s why I felt the 
visit with Shevardnadze was very good. 

Anybody want to know anything about 
the national pastime? [Laughter] 


Meeting With Prime Minister Mulroney of 
Canada 


Q. What are you going to talk about? 

The President. Wide array of subjects, in- 
cluding Europe, Central and South Amer- 
ica, and then there are some bilateral issues. 
This meeting was—we talked about it for a 
long time, but this just seemed a wonderful 
way to do it. I think it’s—as a baseball fan— 
and I think the commissioner agrees with 
me—this shows an interest oh the part of 
the President, the commissioner, and the 
Prime Minister of Canada for baseball being 
an international sport. And as he pointed 
out to me, one of the biggest drawing teams 
in either league is the Toronto Blue Jays, 
and we're going to see a beautiful baseball 
park as well as see a good opening game for 
Canada. So, I think it’s good. We forget 
sometimes they’ve got two very aggressive, 
good ball clubs in the big leagues. 

Q. Don’t detract from the Rangers, right? 

The President. No, we don’t want to de- 
tract from them at all. 

Q. ——<all it the national pastime going 
to Canada? 

The President. Well, I think we want to 
get them to buy into that definition. That’s 
why we’re going. 

I want to get there the same time you 
guys do, so I want to put my seatbelt on. 

Q. Are you going to throw a curve or a 
slider? 

The President. I'm going to go with a 
slider this time. I’ve had such good luck in 
the last couple of years. The catcher let me 
down one time when he couldn’t get into 
the dirt and grab it properly. 

Q. See you later. 
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The President. I'll see you later. 

Q. Are you working your stuff, Mr. Presi- 
dent? 

The President. No, no. Nolan will handle 
the fast one, and I'll go with the stuff. You 
know how it is, Tommie [Tom Raum, Asso- 
ciated Press]. 

We'll see you. Thanks a lot. 


Note: The exchange occurred en route to 
Toronto, Canada, prior to the President’s 
meeting with the Prime Minister. In his re- 
marks, the President referred to Fay Vin- 
cent, commissioner of baseball, and Nolan 
Ryan, a pitcher for the Texas Rangers. A 
tape was not available for verification of 
the content of these remarks. 


News Conference of the President and 
Prime Minister Mulroney in Toronto, 
Canada 


April 10, 1990 


Meeting in Toronto, Canada 


The Prime Minister. I just want to tell 
you that the President and I have had, what 
I consider to be, an excellent meeting. We'll 
be meeting again over dinner before the 
Blue Jays inflict terrible damage upon the 
Rangers. [Laughter] But so far, our discus- 
sions have been friendly. [Laughter] And 
they’ve touched upon East-West relations, 
our trade relationships, our free trade 
agreement, the situation in Eastern Europe, 
the NATO summit, the Houston summit, 
the results of my recent visit to Mexico and 
to the Caribbean and the impacts on some 
American policies. 

We had an excellent exchange of views. 
We were joined by Secretary [of State] 
Baker and his colleagues and Mr. Clark [Ca- 
nadian Secretary of State for External Af- 
fairs] and a full Canadian delegation after, I 
think, the ‘President and I had met for 
about an hour or so privately. 

So, that, from Canada’s point of view, was 
it. We thank you, Mr. President, for the 
visit of you and your colleagues. We wel- 
come you all plus your media colleagues to 
Canada, and we wish you well. 

The President. Well, thank you, Mr. 
Prime Minister. And before taking ques- 
tions, let me just thank the Prime Minister 
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and his colleagues for their hospitality. I can 
tell you that I find these talks extraordinari- 
ly helpful. We’re in complicated interna- 
tional times. 

And the relationship between Canada 
and the United States is strong. I, today, 
once again, found the 3 hours of talks that 
we had extraordinarily helpful. It is very 
important that Canada and the United 
States be on the same wavelength as much 
as possible. 

And so, sir, I’m delighted to be here. I 
found that this Prime Minister tells it as it 
is, with no coloration; and I view that as 
extraordinarily helpful to the United States, 
the way a good friend, the head of a friend- 
ly country, should do. And he’s very force- 
ful. We have some differences; but most of 
the time, on these big issues that he was 
referring to, I think we have broad agree- 
ment with Canada. And I think, as we 
move into important talks—the G-7 [eco- 
nomic summit] meetings, our meeting that 
I’m planning to have with Mr. Gorbachev, 
and other meetings—it is very important 
that Canada and the USS. are together. 

So, thank you, sir. I feel it’s been well- 
worthwhile. 


Lithuanian Independence 


Q. Mr. President, has the stall on arms 
control and Moscow’s tough stand in Lith- 
uania raised questions in your mind about 
Mr. Gorbachev’s intentions and chances for 
success? 

The Preside.st. No. 1 don’t know that it’s 
raised questions about that. I think the Sec- 
retary of State made clear to Mr. Shevard- 
nadze [Soviet Foreign Minister]}—and I be- 
lieve Mr. Gorbachev knows my views—that 
should things deteriorate regarding peace- 
ful solution to the question of Lithuania it 
would be extraordinarily difficult to move 
forward as rapidly as I’d like to see us move 
forward with them on a lot of questions. 
But I think on a situation that’s as compli- 
cated as that one, why, you give your opin- 
ion. Our opinion is that this matter must be 
resolved peacefully. 

We have never recognized the incorpora- 
tion of Lithuania into the Soviet Union. 
Self-determination and freedom are hall- 
marks of the United States policy always. 
And so, be clear in talking to Mr. Gorba- 
chev, be clear in talking to other Soviet 


interlocutors, and hope that they will con- 
duct themselves in a way that can move the 
dramatic progress that’s taken place in the 
last year or so even further forward. 


Acid Rain 


Q. Prime Minister, don’t you think that 
you could—with the President, on the need 
for the U.S. and Canada—for an acid rain 
proposal? 

The Prime Minister. The President, I 
think, is of the view that once the legisla- 
tion passes the Congress—it’s gone through 
the Senate, thanks to his leadership and the 
leadership of Senator Mitchell—when it 
gets through the House, perhaps this 
summer we can begin the process of negoti- 
ating a bilateral accord on acid rain, which I 
think would be a great tribute to what both 
of us have been seeking for both countries. 


Lithuanian Independence 


Q. Mr. President, on Lithuania and the 
Soviet Union, sir, you called the other day 
for what you called good-faith negotiations; 
and I wonder if you think it’s really realistic 
to call for good-faith negotiations in an at- 
mosphere where one side has tanks in the 
streets, has closed borders, and used troops 
to storm buildings? 

The President. No, I think it’s even more 
important to have good-faith negotiations 
when you have a situation of that nature. 
And I would just appeal to all sides and 
anyone with any influence to encourage 
dialog and discussion as a way to solve this 
very difficult and complicated problem, be- 
cause the United States position is clear. 


Q. If I could follow up, you spoke of the 
need for peaceful resolutions, but I gather 
the administration did not comment on the 
specifics—as you go along here—but does 
the administration care about what the de- 
tails of that resolution are and whether 
they’re in any way fair to the Lithuanian 
side? 

The President. We care because the un- 
derpinning of our policy is self-determina- 
tion, freedom, and democracy. 


[The next question was asked and answered 
in French. | 





Apr. 10 / Administration of George Bush, 1990 


Soviet-U.S. Relations 


Q. Mr. President, given the uncertainty 
about Soviet intentions in Lithuania, why 
did you agree to move up the dates of the 
summit? Doesn’t that lock in the meeting 
and deny the United States the means of 
influencing the situation? 

The President. No, it doesn’t deny the 
United States the chance to do anything. I 
happen to believe when you have complica- 
tions that that’s a good time to talk; it’s a 
good time to have more discussion; it’s a 
good time to avoid difficulty, if possible, 
and to hammer out differences. But that 
wasn’t why the summit meeting, as I ex- 
plained to the Prime Minister earlier, was 
moved up. It just happened to work out 
that way; and they, I think, accepted a sug- 
gestion from us within 1 day that was 
behind the scenes. So, I want to dispel the 
idea that because the summit came earlier 
than some had expected that that had 
something to do with turmoil out there in 
anyplace around the world. But it is very 
important when you have difficulties brew- 
ing that you have discussion. 

The Prime Minister. To complement just 
on that, to complement what the President 
has indicated, when we were in the Soviet 
Union, Mr. Gorbachev made it very clear 
that in respect to this problem that there 
would be—and I think I’m quoting him— 
“no crackdown in regard to Lithuania.” 
And Mr. Clark, who was there, specifically 
sought reassurance from Mr. Shevardnadze; 
and he gave Mr. Clark the reassurances that 
he gave to Mr. Baker as well: that that was 
the intention of the Soviet Union, that was 
the policy of the Soviet Union. 

They’ve moved along somewhat since 
then. But we support the approach that— 
both the United States and Canada have 
identical positions in respect of the juridical 
realities of Lithuania and the manner in 
which it was incorporated into the Soviet 
Union. And so, we believe that the pru- 
dence that the President has exhibited is 
the proper way to go. 

Canada-U.S. Relations 

Q. For the President. Sir, Canada’s cur- 
rent constitutional problems involving 
Quebec. And I was wondering if I could ask 
you, sir, whether you’re concerned with the 
rather dramatic rise in independence feel- 
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ings in Quebec and the future stability and 
unity 

The President. 1 think, rather clearly, 
that’s a matter for Canada; and it’s not a 
matter that would be helpful for me to in- 
volve myself in or the United States Gov- 
ernment to be involved in. It’s the internal 
affairs of Canada. We have always enjoyed 
superb relations with Canada, and a unified, 
strong Canada is a great partner—has been, 
and will continue to be. But I think it 
would be inappropriate to comment further 
on a matter that is not an agenda item nor 
one that I feel comfortable getting into. 


President Gorbachev 


Q. Mr. Prime Minister and then Mr. 
President as well, if I could get both your 
assessments on this. We’ve heard the Presi- 
dent and his administration repeatedly say 
that their foreign policy is not based on the 
survival of one man in the Soviet Union— 
Mikhail Gorbachev. And yet in the current 
tension with Lithuania, we’ve seen that Mr. 
Gorbachev’s survival is very important to 
you. Is that, in fact, the case? Is that a shift 
in policy? Should it be? 

The President. \s this for me? 

Q. Both of you, if you would. 

The President. Well, I don’t think you 
base the foreign policy of a country on any 
individual: you base it on what you think is 
right. In this case, Mr. Gorbachev, the 
President, has a record of encouraging, or 
certainly acquiescing in, the peaceful evolu- 
tion of democratic change in Eastern 
Europe—so dramatic that not one single 
person in this room, and you can start with 
me and then move briskly down the aisle 
here, predicted it at all. 

In other words, he has demonstrated that 
he is committed to peaceful change and the 
evolution of democracy—inside, as he 
moves forward on perestroika, outside, as 
we see a peaceful resolution to questions in 
Eastern Europe that, as I say, anyone would 
have found difficult to predict. 

But again, he is a known quantity in the 
West. Western interlocutors like myself— 
and the Prime Minister can speak for him- 
self—find a frankness there and a willing- 
ness to discuss difficult problems that has 
not always been the case in dealing with 
the Soviet Union. 
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But again, things happen, and I don’t 
think that the foreign policy can be shaped 
on the success of any individual. I mean, I 
think that you have to say what’s right. But 
this man has, I think, in terms of past Soviet 
leaders, demonstrated an openness and a 
commitment to reform and openness inside 
that’s remarkable. So, give him credit, and 
deal openly. But when you have difficulties 
like we have today, talk frankly with him 
about it. 

The Prime Minister. On that, I was 
struck by the fact that when we were in 
Moscow, it was just at that time that the 
government of Czechoslovakia—I think the 
day before—had been overthrown. And 
there were 300,000 people in Wenceslas 
Square listening to Mr. Dubcek. And I said 
to him, “Well, what do you think of this?” 
He said, “I think it’s fine; sounds good to 
me.” And I was struck by the fact that 
almost 21 years earlier his predecessor’s re- 
sponse had been to send tanks into that 
same square. And so, as the President says, 
we're dealing with an entirely different 
kettle of fish; and this one is more attractive 
and more realistic and appears to be much 
more in keeping with some, if not all, of the 
values that we in the West defend. And 
there has been, with some few exceptions, a 
great sense of leadership and the display of 
reasonableness that we had not come to 
know in earlier Soviet leaders; and that’s 
encouraging. It’s very encouraging that the 
dialog with President Gorbachev be main- 
tained. 


Hostages in Lebanon 


Q. ——hostages be freed in Lebanon 
after appeal there today by Colonel Qadhafi 
[leader of Libya]P The French Foreign Min- 
ister [Roland Dumas] praised high- 
minded—{inaudible|—do you believe—[in- 
audible|—marks a possible change in 
Libyan-U.S. relations? 

The President. If, indeed, a person de- 
serves credit for facilitating the release of 
people held against their will—anyone in 
the world—I would certainly say, Fine, give 
the person credit. I don’t know enough 
about the facts of this release. But a renun- 
ciation of terror by evidence that the hos- 
tages will be released and that this individ- 
ual, Colonel Qadhafi, had a part in it—I 
would say that’s very positive. But we’ve 


got some major differences with Libya that 
continue to exist. But look, who am I to 
argue on this case? If somebody can help 
free one hostage, any person held against 
his or her will, give that person credit. 

Q. (Inaudible. | 

The President. 1 don’t know. We’ve 
talked about that a little bit today, and I 
don’t know that it has any implications at 
all as it relates to the American hostages. 
And you know, John [John Cochran, NBC 
News], a few weeks ago there was a flurry 
of understandable excitement about the re- 
lease of these people. And I had a difficulty 
figuring out where was all this coming 
from? What’s driving this news flurry? And 
I still don’t know the answer to that. But I 
just would repeat that good will begets 
good will, and a manifestation of good will 
would be the release of these American hos- 
tages. 


NATO 


Q. {West German] Foreign Minister 
Genscher in Ottawa earlier suggested it was 
time for a redefinition of the transatlantic 
relationship and also a reduction in NATO. 
Are you and the President eye to eye on 
the long-term role for NATO and what 
comes after it? 

The Prime Minister. Well, we’re eye to 
eye on the fact that NATO and the solidari- 
ty of NATO has been responsible for pre- 
serving the peace in Europe for 50 years, 
and that the solidarity of NATO has been 
one of the key influences in bringing about 
the important treaties that the Soviet Union 
and the United States have managed to ne- 
gotiate in the last 4 or 5 years, and that 
NATO, we believe, is an instrument for po- 
litical predictability. Its existence is to the 
advantage both of those of us in the West 
and the Soviet Union. It is very important 
that NATO maintain its strength, but per- 
haps acquire a new dimension as well as the 
years go by. 

But I don’t think there’s any doubt or any 
difference between the President and I, 
and we’re the only two North American 
participants. We both have had troops in 
Europe since the Second World War, at 
great costs to both the United States and 
Canada. And we feel very much a part of 
Europe, and we want to be involved in that 
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definition of a new architecture of Europe, 
as both Canada and the United States have 
an important role to play there. But princi- 
pal, or key, to that is the solidarity of the 
NATO alliance. 

The President. And I might add on behalf 
of the United States that I agree with that. 
And it is our responsibility to convince the 
Eastern Europeans, convince a unified Ger- 
many—although I hope there won’t be 
much convincing needed—and convince 
the Soviet Union that the interests of stabili- 
ty are best served by an expanded role for 
NATO. Obviously, you’ve got different 
problems, different military assignments, 
strategy, or whatever. But here we're talk- 
ing about a stable Europe, and the best 
answer for that is to have an expanded role 
for NATO. And so, I am convinced that that 
is the way to go, and I’m pleased that the 
Chancellor of Germany [Helmut Kohl of 
West Germany] understands that and others 
are beginning to understand it very, very 
clearly. 

Q. Thank you. 


North American Trade Agreement 


Q. Any chance that a trilateral trade 
agreement with Mexico—a trilateral trade 
agreement for North America 

The President. Let me just say that on 
this one that there’s no trilateral agreement 
being discussed. I’ve benefited from the de- 
brief by Prime Minister Mulroney of a 
meeting that he had with President Salinas 
of Mexico. I will be meeting with President 
Salinas of Mexico. I think it is essential that 
Canada continue to show its extraordinary 
interest in matters below our border and, in 
this case, Mexico. And I think it is essential 
that the United States, interested as we are 
and concerned as we are about Europe, not 
neglect our own hemisphere. So, I learned 
a great deal about what I might expect 
when President Salinas comes to Washing- 
ton by listening to Prime Minister Mul- 
roney. But we're not talking about a trilat- 
eral agreement. We are talking about good, 
sound relationships between all three of 
these countries. 

The Prime Minister. President Salinas is 
struck by the leadership dimensions of the 
Canada-U.S. free trade agreement, and I 
think he sees some trading relationships to 
be in Mexico’s direct benefit. As far as Can- 
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ada’s concerned, while aid to developing 
countries is very important, we think it’s 
even more important that developing na- 
tions be given a chance to trade their way 
to greater prosperity. And a free trade 
agreement with some of these nations may 
very well be something that they’re going 
to want to consider with the United States 
and other trading partners. 

The President. Thank you. It’s been a 
great pleasure. 

The Prime Minister. Thank you. Wonder- 
ful pleasure. 


Note: The President’s 43d news conference 
began at 5:22 p.m. in the Founders Club 
Lounge at the Sky Dome, following his 
meetings with the Prime Minister and US. 
and Canadian officials. At the conclusion 
of the news conference, the President was 
interviewed by Major League Baseball Pro- 
ductions; attended an informal dinner with 
the Prime Minister; and, with the Prime 
Minister, threw out the first balls of the 
opening game between the Toronto Blue 
Jays and the Texas Rangers. At the conclu- 
sion of the game, the President returned to 
Washington, DC. 


Executive Order 12711—Policy 
Implementation With Respect to 
Nationals of the People’s Republic of 
China 


April 11, 1990 


By the authority vested in me as Presi- 
dent by the Constitution and laws of the 
United States of America, the Attorney 
General and the Secretary of State are 
hereby ordered to exercise their authority, 
including that under the Immigration and 
Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101-1557), as fol- 
lows: 

Section 1. The Attorney General is direct- 
ed to take any steps necessary to defer until 
January 1, 1994, the enforced departure of 
all nationals of the People’s Republic of 
China (PRC) and their dependents who 
were in the United States on or after June 
5, 1989, up to and including the date of this 
order (hereinafter “such PRC nationals”). 
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Sec. 2. The Secretary of State and the 
Attorney General are directed to take all 
steps necessary with respect to such PRC 
nationals (a) to waive through January 1, 
1994, the requirement of a valid passport 
and (b) to process and provide necessary 
documents, both within the United States 
and at U.S. consulates overseas, to facilitate 
travel across the borders of other nations 
and reentry into the United States in the 
same status such PRC nationals had upon 
departure. 

Sec. 3. The Secretary of State and the 
Attorney General are directed to provide 
the following protections: 

(a) irrevocable waiver of the 2-year home 
country residence requirement that may be 
exercised until January 1, 1994, for such 
PRC nationals; 

(b) maintenance of lawful status for pur- 
poses of adjustment of status or change of 
nonimmigrant status for such PRC nationals 
who were in lawful status at any time on or 
after June 5, 1989, up to and including the 
date of this order; 

(c) authorization for employment of such 
PRC nationals through January 1, 1994; and 

(d) notice of expiration of nonimmigrant 
status (if applicable) rather than the institu- 
tion of deportation proceedings, and expla- 
nation of options available for such PRC 
nationals eligible for deferral of enforced 
departure whose nonimmigrant status has 
expired. 

Sec. 4. The Secretary of State and the 
Attorney General are directed to provide 
for enhanced consideration under the immi- 
gration laws for individuals from any coun- 
try who express a fear of persecution upon 
return to their country related to that coun- 
try’s policy of forced abortion or coerced 
sterilization, as implemented by the Attor- 
ney General’s regulation effective January 
29, 1990. 

Sec. 5. The Attorney General is directed 
to ensure that the Immigration and Natural- 
ization Service finalizes and makes public 
its position on the issue of training for indi- 
viduals in F-1 visa status and on the issue of 
reinstatement into lawful nonimmigrant 
status of such PRC nationals who have with- 
drawn their applications for asylum. 

Sec. 6. The Departments of Justice and 
State are directed to consider other steps to 
assist such PRC nationals in their efforts to 


utilize the protections that I have extended 
pursuant to this order. 

Sec. 7. This order shall be effective imme- 
diately. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
April 11, 1990. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 3:15 p.m., April 11, 1990] 


Nomination of Dane Farnsworth Smith, 
Jr., To Be United States Ambassador to 
Guinea 


April 11, 1990 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Dane Farnsworth Smith, 
Jr., of New Mexico, a career member of the 
Senior Foreign Service, Class of Minister- 
Counselor, to be Ambassador Extraordinary 
and Plenipotentiary of the United States of 
America to the Republic of Guinea. He 
would succeed Samuel Eldred Lupo. 

Since 1989 Dr. Smith has served as direc- 
tor of the economic policy staff for the Afri- 
can Bureau at the Department of State. 
Prior to this, he served as Deputy Chief of 
Mission at the U.S. Embassy in Khartoum, 
Sudan, 1986-1989; Deputy Chief of Mission 
at the U.S. Embassy in Gaborone, Botswana, 
1984-1986; Economic Counselor at the U.S. 
Embassy in Monrovia, Liberia, 1982-1984; 
chief of the food policy division in the 
Office of Food and Policy at the Economic 
and Business Bureau at the Department of 
State, 1979-1981; international economist 
on the economic policy staff of the African 
Bureau at the Department of State, 1977- 
1979; senior economist in the Office of Jap- 
anese Affairs at the Department of State, 
1975-1977; and an economic and commer- 
cial officer at the U.S. Embassy in Islama- 
bad, Pakistan, 1972-1974. In addition, Dr. 
Smith served as consular officer at the U:S. 
Embassy in Dakar, Senegal, 1969-1971; 
international relations officer in the Office 
of West African Affairs at the Department 
of State, 1967-1969; trainer in international 
relations for the Peace Corps in Cambridge, 
MA, 1966; Peace Corps volunteer in 
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Asmara, Ethiopia, 1963-1965; youth assist- 
ant for the Mountainview Methodist 
Church in Wayne, NJ, 1962-1963; and a 
forest fire monitor for the Forest Service in 
McCall, ID. 

Dr. Smith graduated from Harvard Col- 
lege (A.B., 1962) and the Fletcher School of 
Law and Diplomacy (M.A., 1966; M.A.L.D., 
1972; and Ph.D., 1973). He was born De- 
cember 14, 1940, in Albuquerque, NM. Dr. 
Smith is married, has three children, and 
resides in Washington, DC. 


Appointment of Mrs. Potter Stewart as 
Alternate United States Representative 
on the Executive Board of the United 
Nations Children’s Fund 


April 11, 1990 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to appoint Mrs. Potter Stewart to be 
Alternate Representative of the United 
States of America on the Executive Board 
of the United Nations Children’s Fund. She 
would succeed Claudine B. Cox. 

Since 1966 Mrs. Stewart has served as a 
board member and officer of the Family 
and Child Services in Washington, DC. 
Prior to this, she served as vice president 
and a board member of the Visiting Nurse 
Association of Washington, DC, 1963 to 
present; past president and board member 
of Traveler’s Aid of Washington, DC, 1964 
to present; member of Mainstream, Inc., 
1979 to present; and a member of the advi- 
sory board of Reading is Fundamental, 1980 
to present. In addition, Mrs. Stewart serves 
on the National Foreign Policy Association; 
the Foreign Students Service Council of 
Washington, 1970 to present; board 
member of the World Affairs Council of 
Washington; board member of the United 
Way of Washington; executive committee 
member and vice president of the National 
Council on Crime and Delinquency, 1969 
to present; board member and adviser for 
Volunteers in Probation, 1968 to present; 
honorary chairman and board member of 
the Friends of the Superior Court, 1968 to 
present; and a board member and adviser 
for the Lorton Art Program, Inc., 1978 to 
present. 
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Mrs. Stewart attended Bennington Col- 
lege. She was born June 3, 1919, in Grand 
Rapids, MI. Mrs. Stewart has three children 
and resides in Washington, DC. 


Nomination of Patrick E. McFarland 
To Be Inspector General of the Office 
of Personnel Management 


April 11, 1990 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Patrick E. McFarland to 
be Inspector General in the Office of Per- 
sonnel Management. This is a new position. 

Since 1986 Mr. McFarland has served as 
assistant special agent in charge and as the 
security coordinator for the U.S. Secret 
Service at the White House. Prior to this, 
he served as assistant to the special agent in 
charge for the dignitary protective division, 
1985-1986; assistant special agent in charge 
for the liaison division, 1984-1985; assistant 
special agent in charge for the Vice Presi- 
dential protection division, 1982-1984; spe- 
cial agent in the St. Louis field office, 1974- 
1982; special agent for the Presidential pro- 
tection division, 1969-1974; special agent 
for the intelligence division, 1969; and spe- 
cial agent in the Chicago field office, 1967- 
1968. 

Mr. McFarland graduated from St. Louis 
University (B.A., 1965) and American Uni- 
versity (M.P.A., 1986). He was born Febru- 
ary 26, 1937, in St. Louis, MO. Mr. McFar- 
land is married, has four children, and re- 
sides in Vienna, VA. 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on the President’s Physical 
Examination 


April 12, 1990 


President Bush today completed a routine 
physical examination at Bethesda Naval 
Hospital and is in excellent health. The 
President’s examination lasted approximate- 
ly 4 hours. The physical was conducted 
under the direction of Dr. Burton Lee, the 
President’s personal physician. 
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“President Bush is in truly excellent 
health,” Dr. Lee said. “He continues to 
keep extremely fit through vigorous physi- 
cal activities.” 

An early glaucoma of his left eye was de- 
tected. Extensive visual testing revealed no 
loss of any aspect of his visual acuity. He 
will receive betagan eye drops, 1 drop 
every 12 hours, and will continue this medi- 
cation permanently. He has had a stye in 
his right eye for the past week, which is 
almost resolved as the result of treatments 
with soaks and antibiotics. 

Among his test results are: chest x ray, 
normal; x rays of hips and neck, mild de- 
generative osteoarthritis; electrocardiogram 
(EKG) and stress tests, normal; urinalysis, no 
abnormalities; blood tests, completely 
normal, including cholesterol, triglycerides, 
and lipoprotein levels; dermatology, no sig- 
nificant problem or change; and his allergy 
problems remain minimal and unchanged. 

Assisting Dr. Lee from the physician staff 
at Bethesda Naval Hospital were Comdr. 
Steven Fagan, radiologist; Comdr. Boyd 
Robinson, dentist; Capt. Bruce Lloyd, cardi- 
ologist; Capt. Kevin O’Connell, urologist; 
Capt. Ralph Sawyer, ophthalmologist; Capt. 
Ted Parlette, dermatologist; Comdr. Tom 
Jamison, rheumatologist; and Capt. William 
Ebbeling, allergist. 


Appointment of Olin L. Wethington as 
Special Assistant to the President and 
Executive Secretary of the Economic 
Policy Council 


April 12, 1990 


The President today announced the ap- 
pointment of Olin L. Wethington as Special 
Assistant to the President and Executive 
Secretary of the Economic Policy Council. 

Mr. Wethington has served as a partner 
in the law firm of Steptoe and Johnson in 
Washington, DC. Prior to this he served as 
Deputy Under Secretary for International 
Trade at the Department of Commerce, 
1983-1985. During the 1988 election cam- 
paign, Mr. Wethington was an active partic- 
ipant in the President’s international eco- 
nomic issues group. 

Mr. Wethington graduated from the Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania and received his 


J.D. degree from Harvard Law School. He 
was born November 17, 1948, in Durham, 
NC. Mr. Wethington is married to the 
former Nadine Barbara Peiffer, has three 
children, and resides in McLean, VA. 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on the President’s Federal Income Tax 
Return 


April 12, 1990 


The President and Mrs. Bush’s 1989 tax 
return shows that they have paid $101,382 
in Federal income tax on an adjusted gross 
income of $456,780, of which $189,167 was 
the President’s salary. 

In addition, the President received 
$6,229 as salary while serving as Vice Presi- 
dent during 1989. The Bushes also reported 
$208,274 in income from their blind trust, 
$804 in interest income, and $16,238 in 
income from other sources. A net long-term 
capital gain from the blind trust of $36,068 
was also reported. The blind trust is man- 
aged by Bessemer Trust Co., N.A., New 
York City. 

The President and Mrs. Bush claimed 
$94,702 in itemized deductions, which in- 
cluded $37,272 in contributions to 39 char- 
ities and $594 to charities through the blind 
trust. The net royalties received in 1989 of 
$14,282 from the President’s book, “Look- 
ing Forward,” were given to charitable or- 
ganizations included in this list. 

The President and Mrs. Bush’s tax return 
has been reviewed by the Office of Govern- 
ment Ethics and will be filed in the Phila- 
delphia regional office of the Internal Reve- 
nue Service. 


Under section 212 of the U.S. Tax Code, 
the President is allowed to deduct the 
$8,000 salary as listed under the miscellane- 
ous deductions box on statement A-1 of his 
1989 tax return. This deduction has been 
part of the President’s tax returns for the 
past 8 years and has been subject to annual 
Internal Revenue Service audits over that 
time. 


Note: This item is composed of two separate 
press releases issued by the Office of the 
Press Secretary. 
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Remarks and an Exchange With 
Reporters at a Meeting on the Japan- 
United States Structural Impediments 
Initiative Negotiations 

April 12, 1990 


Q. Mr. President, how’s your eye? 

The President. 111 get to that in a minute. 
But before then, I would—the purpose of 
this meeting is that I want to congratulate 
everybody around this table, and especially 
Secretary Brady and Secretary Mosbacher 
and Ambassador Carla Hills, for the fantas- 
tic job that all of you did—working level 
and then Cabinet level—on this Structural 
Impediments Initiative team and on the 
other specific cases. It was well-done. I 
can’t remember a l-month period in our 
relations with Japan like the one between 
Palm Springs and now in the release of this 
interim report, and I congratulate all of 
you. I also want to thank and congratulate 
on our behalf Prime Minister Kaifu, who 
certainly has exemplified the best in coop- 
eration and leadership. He’s taken some 
very strong positions there. 

Lest any of you feel like you can totally 
relax, there are some outstanding issues— 
and I’m thinking, Carla, of the need to con- 
clude the forest product. And so, I would 
just say, we’ve got to finish this agenda. But 
on satellites and supercomputers and tele- 
communications, I think we'd all agree, 
great progress has been made; and I think 
we ought to salute that progress. And I 
would say that for Prime Minister Kaifu and 
the other Japanese Government and party 
leaders—they made success on all this— 
trade and economic negotiations—top prior- 
ity. And had they not done it, I don’t be- 
lieve we would have this progress. 

So, my purpose here is to thank each of 
you, to pay my respects to the Japanese 
Prime Minister and thank him, but to 
remind them and to remind us that we’re 
not finished yet and we want to keep on 
going. And I have a feeling we can get this 
concluded. 

What’s your best bet on the time, Carla, 
on the ongoing negotiations of forest prod- 
ucts? 

Ambassador Hills. Well, it’s difficult, too, 
to give a specific time. We are making 


progress, but as you put it, Mr. President, 
we have more to do. 

The President. What she means is every- 
body keep working. But thank you. 

And now, to the one question—what was 
itP 
The President’s Health 


Q. Your eye. They said you’ve got early 
glaucoma in your eye. 

The President. 1 haven’t felt a thing, felt 
it at all. I notice they said that on a report. I 
take a drop now, take some kind of drop— 
one in the morning and one at night. But 
the vision is very good on this. The vision 
thing is working well. [Laughter] 

Is anybody interested in structural im- 
pediments or—{/aughter_—— 

Q. Will your vision remain good, sir? 
Sometimes glaucoma is a 

The President. Yes, I think so, because 
they detected very little change over the 
last year. And literally, I don’t even wear 
glasses for sports anymore, and I used to. 
So, it hasn’t deteriorated that much, they 
told me, but there is some technical prob- 
lem where I’m sticking these in there once 
in the morning and once in the afternoon. 
But the overall physical was—like every- 
body, you finish one, and they give you a 
good report, you feel very, very good. 


Japan-U.S. Trade Relations 


Q. Mr. President, on SII, what do you say 
to the people who are complaining that this 
won’t cause any real reduction in the trade 
imbalance in the short term and that, over 
the long term, it could actually exacerbate 
itP 

The President. Well, we have things to do 
on SII, and so do the Japanese. And we're 
addressing ourselves to the solution to fun- 
damental problems. In our case, it’s the 
trade deficit, and in theirs, it’s some funda- 
mental changes in their economy. So, I 
can’t say to the American people that this is 
an instant short-term formula for success. It 
is a long-term—if we go through with all of 
this, as we intend and as I hope they intend 
and am confident they do—I think you're 
just paving the way for much better trade 
relations between the United States and 
Japan and other countries, as well, that 
trade with Japan. 





So, I wouldn’t put it on a short-term basis. 
I'd say this is part of the big picture. And 
along with this, we’ve made progress on 
certain categories of trade that you might 
say would have a shorter as well as longer 
term effect. 

Q. Are you confident that all the prom- 
ises made in these talks are going to be 
fulfilled? 

The President. We have every intention 
of fulfilling everything we’ve agreed to, and 
I trust the Japanese do. And we will keep 
pushing for results. That’s what this is all 
about. 


East German Apology for World War II 
Atrocities 


Q. What do you think of the East German 
Parliament’s apology for World War II 
atrocities? 

The President. To be very honest with 
you, I haven’t been briefed on that and, 
therefore, probably shouldn’t comment. 


Weapon Shipments to Iraq 


Q. How about the Iraqi gun? 

Mr. Fitzwater. Lights. 
[Laughter] 

Q. Are you concerned about it? 

The President. I’ve just got back from the 
hospital, so I’ve not been briefed on either 
of those two questions. I have expressed my 
concern about some of the statements ema- 
nating from Iraq. Clearly, we cooperated 
fully and, really, I'd say, took the lead in 
unearthing a plot to send material to Iraq 
that should not have been going there in 
the first place. We stopped that through the 
able work of our Attorney General’s De- 
partment and others as well. And we’ve 
spoken out against that kind of thing. But, 
again, on this one, I just have not been 
briefed on this particular shipment. 


Thank 


you. 


The President’s Health 


Q. Mr. President, can we see the eye 
drops down here, sir? 

The President. Which? 

Q. Your eye drops, sir. 

The President. Eye drops? [Laughter] I’ve 
got a pocketful of medicine here, but let 
me be sure to pull out the right one. There 
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it is. You see, what you do is you set that to 
remind yourself—you all very interested in 
this detail? [Laughter] 


Note: The President spoke at 3:40 p.m. in 
the Cabinet Room at the White House. In 
his opening remarks, he referred to Secre- 
tary of the Treasury Nicholas F. Brady, Sec- 
retary of Commerce Robert A. Mosbacher, 
and U.S. Trade Representative Carla A. 
Hills. 





Points of Light Recognition Program 





The President named the following individ- 
uals and institutions as exemplars of his 
commitment to making community service 
central to the life and work of every Ameri- 
can. 





April 7 


Ai Yokota, of Sacramento, CA. After suffering 
from breast cancer and undergoing surgery, 
Ms. Yokota has dedicated her life to helping 
other cancer patients. She has been a volunteer 
with the American Cancer Society for 16 years. 
Ms. Yokota has been a Reach to Recovery vol- 
unteer, visiting mastectomy patients and dis- 
cussing their expectations and their prospects 
for rehabilitation. She is the chairperson of the 
Sacramento/Amador Reach to Recovery pro- 
gram, where she administers the overall pro- 
gram and speaks on its behalf. She is also on 
the program’s statewide resource team, assist- 
ing in training. In addition, Ms. Yokota volun- 
teers for the American Cancer Society’s Dis- 
covery Shop, where she helps with the selling 
of used clothing. 


April 9 


Dayton Power and Light Co. (DP&L), of Ket- 
tering, OH. DP&L employees donate time and 
skills to helping school administrators, teachers, 
and students enrich the science and energy 
curriculum. Two workshops are offered to 
teachers focusing on science and energy educa- 
tion. Workshop A offers speakers to encourage 
teachers to incorporate science into the class- 
room curriculum. Volunteers demonstrate 
practical and enjoyable ways to teach science 
in the classroom, and they offer materials to 
supplement texts. Workshop B, the Energy-Ec- 
onomics Education Workshop, is a collaborative 
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effort with Wright State University’s Center for 
Economic Education. Teachers spend 1 week 
at DP&L, touring and attending workshops, 
and are required to write a teaching unit on 
energy and economics to be implemented in 
their classes. The DP&L science fair encour- 
ages students in grades three-eight to learn 
about science and energy. Students submit 
projects in life science, physical science, earth 
science, energy, and safety and are judged by 
DP&L employees and school administrators. In 
the school safety program, electric and natural 
gas service employees speak to elementary 
school students about electric wire and gas 
safety. 


April 10 


Listening Ear, of East Lansing, MI. In 1969 the 
Listening Ear was founded by a coalition of 
students, staff, and the community of Michigan 
State University in response to stress caused by 
the Vietnam war. Today this effort is a full- 
service crisis intervention program, providing 
free counseling to anyone in need. The all- 
volunteer staff is composed of people whose 
ages range from 15 to 65, 15 percent of whom 
are students at Michigan State University. After 
an intensive training program, volunteers 
counsel people on loneliness, depression, family 
problems, suicide, substance abuse, and sexual- 
ity. The Listening Ear provides a Sexual Assault 
Counseling service (SAC) as well. In addition to 
counseling those who have been sexually as- 
saulted, volunteers speak to groups and con- 
duct community training programs, teaching 
self-defense skills and preventative measures. 


April 11 


Dr. Gayle Arnold, of Richmond, VA. Dr. Arnold 
joined the volunteer medical staff of Richmond 
Cerebral Palsy Center in 1953. He volunteers 
26 hours per month, evaluating new patients, 
advising followup patients, monitoring medical 
care, and consulting with pediatricians caring 
for children with disabilities. He is on call for 
the center at all times, and he conducts teach- 
ing rounds each week for pediatric residents of 
the Medical College of Virginia. Dr. Arnold 
also serves as the center’s medical director, a 
position that he has used to encourage many 
doctors to join the volunteer medical staff. In 
addition, Dr. Arnold conducts clinics for ortho- 
pedic surgeons who provide medical care to 
individuals with cerebral palsy and currently 
serves as the president of the American Acade- 
my of Cerebral Palsy and Developmental Med- 
icine. 

April 12 


Hands, Feet, and Mouth (HFM), of Smyrna, GA. 
HFM focuses on the young people of Rose 
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Garden Hills. It exposes children to life outside 
their immediate community, stimulates their 
desire to excel academically, provides home- 
work assistance to improve academic perform- 
ance, and reinforces proper conduct. The Com- 
munity Study Hall program uses school cafete- 
rias for children who need a place to study. 
After the children complete their homework, 
volunteers tutor them in various subjects, lec- 
ture on the dangers of drug abuse, and coordi- 
nate learning games. The Home Outreach pro- 
gram is a series of parenting programs. The 
Neighborhood Watch program focuses on the 
eradication of drug trafficking from the com- 
munity. And the Workforce and Me project 
links unemployed parents with jobs. 





Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 





The following list includes the President’s 
public schedule and other items of general 
interest announced by the Office of the 
Press Secretary and not included elsewhere 
in this issue. 





April 8 

In the afternoon, the President and Mrs. 
Bush returned to the White House from a 
weekend stay at Camp David, MD. 


April 9 

The President met at the White House 
with: 

—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—members of the Cabinet; 

—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President. 

In an Oval Office ceremony, the Presi- 
dent received diplomatic credentials from 
Ambassadors John Schwank Duran of Gua- 
temala, Virgil Constantinescu of Romania, 
Rita Klimova of Czechoslovakia, Nassib 
Lahoud of Lebanon, Eduardo Vallarino of 
Panama, and Moussa Sangare of Guinea. 

In another Oval Office ceremony, the 
President presented the President’s Award 
for Distinguished Federal Civilian Service 





to Laurence Legere, former defense adviser 
to the U.S. Ambassador to NATO and senior 
civilian representative of the Secretary of 
Defense in Europe. 


April 10 

The President met at the White House 
with: 

—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—Secretary of the Treasury Nicholas F. 
Brady; 

—Richard Burt, U.S. Ambassador to the 
Federal Republic of Germany. 

The White House announced that the 
President and Mrs. Bush recorded an anti- 
substance abuse message for the “Cartoon 
All-Stars to the Rescue” television program, 
which is part of CBS’s Stop the Madness 
Antidrug Campaign. The show will be tele- 
vised on April 21. 


April 11 

The President met at the White House 
with: 

—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—Baltic-American community leaders, to 
discuss the independence of Latvia, Es- 
tonia, and Lithuania; 

—Secretary of State James A. Baker III; 

—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President. 

In the evening, the President attended a 
fundraising reception for Senator Strom 
Thurmond of South Carolina at the National 
Press Club. 


April 12 
The President met at the White House 
with: 
—the Vice President, for lunch; 
—members of the White House Confer- 
ence on Science and Economics Re- 
search Related to Global Change; 
—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President. 
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April 13 

In the morning, the President departed 
for a series of meetings with British Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher in Bermuda. 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





Note: No nominations were submitted to the 
Senate during the period covered by this 
issue. 





Checklist 
of White House Press Releases 





The following list contains releases of the 
Office of the Press Secretary that are nei- 
ther printed as items nor covered by entries 
in the Digest of Other White House An- 
nouncements. 





Released April 9 


Fact sheet: 
Czechoslovakia-U.S. trade agreement 


Released April 10 


Advance text: 

The President and Mrs. Bush’s antisub- 
stance abuse message for the “Cartoon All- 
Stars to the Rescue” program, which will be 
televised April 21 


Announcement: 

Nomination of David C. Norton to be 
United States District Judge for the District 
of South Carolina 


Announcement: 

Nomination of Mary Ellen Abrecht, Kaye 
K. Christian, Frederick D. Dorsey, Ellen 
Segal Huvelle, Jose M. Lopez, Joan Z. 
McAvoy, Gregory E. Mize, and Patricia A. 
Wynn to be Associate Judges of the Superi- 
or Court of the District of Columbia 
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Released April 12 


Transcript: 

Press briefing on the White House Confer- 
ence on Science and Economic Research 
Related to Global Change—by William K. 
Reilly, Administrator of the Environmental 
Protection Agency; D. Allan Bromley, Sci- 
ence Advisor to the President and Director 
of the Office of Science and Technology 
Policy; Michael J. Boskin, Chairman of the 
Council of Economic Advisers; Michael R. 
Deland, Chairman of the Council on Envi- 
ronmental Quality; and W. Henson Moore, 
Under Secretary of Energy 





Acts Approved 
by the President 





Approved April 9 


H.R. 2692 / Public Law 101-268 
To amend the Woodrow Wilson Memorial 
Act of 1968 to provide that the Secretary of 


Approved April 9—Continued 


Education and two additional individuals 
from private life shall be members of the 
Board of Trustees of the Woodrow Wilson 
International Center for Scholars 


S. 2151 / Public Law 101-269 

To permit the transfer of the obsolete sub- 
marine U.S.S. Requin to the Carnegie Insti- 
tute in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, before the 
expiration of the 60-day waiting period that 
would otherwise be applicable to the trans- 
fer 


Approved April 10 


H.R. 4099 / Public Law 101-270 

To suspend section 332 of the Agricultural 
Adjustment Act of 1938 for the 1991 crop 
of wheat 


Approved April 11 


S. 388 / Public Law 101-271 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
Member Term Act of 1990 
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